
FILM & VIDEO ASPECTS RATIOS
The term "Aspect Ratio" refers to the width of a picture (or screen) in relation to its height. Ratios 
are expressed in the form "width x height". For example, a 4x3 ratio means the picture is 4 units wide by
3 units high. Note that the actual physical size of the picture is irrelevant - aspect ratio refers only to the
ratio between width and height.
The three most common aspect ratios are shown below. There are many variations in addition to these
but you don't need to worry about them at this stage.

VIGTIGT: Fotografer frammer således at når der optages scope skæres der 1/3
top og 2/3bund ud af wide udgaven !



Format Aspect Ratio Aperture X : Y
mm inch

16 mm Film 1.33 7.21 x 9.65 0.284 x 0.380 4 : 3
35 mm Film (before 1953) 1.37 15.2 x 21 0.600 x 0.825 4 : 2.92
35 mm Film (USA) 1.85 11.3 x 21 0.446 x 0.825  
35 mm Film (Europe) 1.65 12.7 x 21 0.500 x 0.825  
35 mm Film (Anamorphic) 2.35 17.8 x 21 0.702 x 0.825  
70 mm Film 2.21 22 x 48.6 0.868 x 1.913  
35 mm Slide (Horizontal) 1.48 22.9 x 34 0.902 x 1.340 4 : 2.7
35 mm Slide (Vertical) 0.68 34 x 22.9 1.340 x 0.902 2.7 : 4
NTSC Video 1.33   4 : 3
PAL Video 1.33   4 : 3
HDTV 1.78   16:09:00
Letterbox Video 1.85   1.85 : 1
"Widescreen" 1.85   1.85 : 1
Cinemascope 2.35
A4 Paper 1.41 210 x 297  4 : 2.83
'8 1/2 x 11' Paper 1.30 215.7 x 279.4  8.5 : 11

PAL VIDEO ASPECTS
____

non square |___| 1
1,07

Format X pixels Y pixels X:Y Aspect pixel
PAL 4:3 720 576 4:3 1:1,33 non square
PAL 16:9 letterbox 720 432 16:9 1:1,78 non square
PAL US WIDE letterbox 720 415 1:1,85 non square
PAL EU WIDE letterbox 720 463 1:1,66 non square
PAL SCOPE letterbox 720 326 1:2,35 non square

PAL 16:9 anamorph 720 576 16:9 1:1,78 non square
PAL SCOPE 16:9 anamorph 720 435



PAL VIDEO 16:9

PAL VIDEO EU WIDE letterbox



PAL US WIDE letterbox



PAL SCOPE letterbox

PAL SCOPE 16:9 Anamorph (Y =435)

HIGH DEFINITION ASPECTS
Format X pixels Y pixels X:Y Aspect pixel
HDCAM 16:9 1920 1080 1:1,77 square
HDCAM scope letterbox 1920 817 1:2,35 square


